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According to the text, language development can affect a student's ability to learn math, especially if they have lower cognitive abilities or are ELL students (Vaughn & Bos, 2015).  If a student has lower vocabulary levels, then the instructions delivered by the teacher may not help them complete mathematical tasks (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). Additionally, if the child does not understand the concepts of more, less than, and equal to, they might not be able to answer several mathematical questions at all (Vaughn & Bos, 2015).  Not being able to understand concepts such as these is an example of how language development can affect a child's ability to learn math, especially if they struggle with reasoning and conceptual abstractions (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). 
 
Two ways that a teacher can help students with language difficulties to complete mathematic tasks include simplifying the language used in instruction with more readily understood vocabulary (Vaughn & Bos, 2015).  That is, they can follow up their original instructional statements with vocabulary that is easier to understand and will clarify their original instruction statement (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). Additionally, teachers can use marginal notes (Vaughn & Bos, 2015).  If a mathematic question or instruction cannot avoid the use of a difficult word, then the teacher can provide a note in the margins explaining what the word means or by providing a substitute word that is simpler in nature (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). Marginal notes can be used to boost the child's understanding of the instruction/concept (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). 
 
Three approaches to mathematic interventions include comprehensive programming, individualization, and corrective feedback (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). I believe that individualization is the most important intervention to apply for a student with a learning disability because each child has unique needs. Just because a group of children may have the same learning disability, does not mean that they will have common struggles in every single portion of the math subject. Some students may have issues with geometry, while others may have issues with arithmetic. Therefore, each teaching program should be tailored to the specific needs of each child, even if a group of children may share the same diagnosis.
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1. How does language development affect a student’s ability to learn math?  Name two ways a teacher can help students who have language problems
It is said that language development may affect a student’s ability to learn mathematics (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). Due to reduced vocabulary levels and difficulties with reasoning and conceptual abstractions, students may experience difficulties with learning mathematics. Those with language challenges may also have trouble with a teacher’s directions, materials and applying computation skills. One way a teacher can help students who have language problems includes simplifying the vocabulary used within a lesson or following language with a less complex term meaning the same thing. A second way is to make revisions to the instruction so that they are more easily understandable.
2. What are the three types of approaches to mathematics intervention? Which method do you think would be best for children with learning disabilities and why?
Three approaches to mathematics intervention include cognitive, behavioral and alternative instructional delivery. When it comes to a cognitive approach to math, it is important to give clear and explicit instructions. With a behavioral approach, the use of stimulus-response learning is used for students to succeed. Alternative instructional delivery is another approach that involves computer-assisted instruction, interactive video and other forms of delivering content. In my opinion, the method best for children with learning disabilities is alternative instructional delivery because it is a multisensory approach to learning, which has been proven to be effective for students with learning disabilities (Vaughn & Bos, 2015).
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